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37" REGION VII SPELLING CONTEST

To: Assistant Superintendents
Division Supervisors/ Coordinators
District Supervisors/ OICs
Elementary and Secondary School Heads

1. Attached is a copy of DepED Regional Memorandum No. 0720, dated
November 14, 2016 entitled, “3r4 Region VII Spelling Contest” for the information
and guidance of all concerned.

It states that:

“The RO VII Curriculum and Learning Management Division (CLMD), in
partnership with the Rotary Club of Cebu, will hold the 3rd Region VII Spelling
Contest on February 18, 2017 at SM Seaside City, Cebu City and that spelling
competitions are to be conducted in the school, district and division levels before
the Regional Finals.

2. For more details regarding this Spelling Contest, please refer to the
enclosures.
3. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is hereby directed.

RHEA ANGTUD, Ed.D., CESO VI

Schpols Division Superintendent £
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REGIONAL MEMORANDUM NOV 1 4 2018
No.___ D720  .s206

3™ REGION VII SPELLING CONTEST

To:  Schools Division Superiniendents

1. This Office, through the Curriculum and Learning Maﬂagemem Division (CLMD) and in
parinership with the Rotary Club of Cebu will hold the 3™ Region VII Speiling Contest on
February 18, 2017 at SM Seaside City, Cebu City.

2. This competition aims 10:

give the Gr. 4-6 & Gr. 7-10 learpers egual chance io join in the Spelling Contest;
inspire learners to improve and advance the skills associated with good spelling habits;
expand learner’s vocabulary and encourage accurate word usage and pronunciation;
immerse the learners into an intellectual competition that provides learning with fun;
enhance learner’s development of poise and communication under pressure; and
provide an opportunity for learners to meet students from other schools.

3. The expected participants are the First Place winners from each Schools Division, one
from Elementary Level (either Grade 4, 5 or 6) and one from the Secondary Level (either Grade
7,8, 9or 10). All must come from ihe public scheols. The contestanis (elementary and high
school) are allowed io bring along their teacher-coach.

4, Division English Supervisors/Coordinators, Districi Supervisors and School Principals
are advised io conduct speliing competitions at the school, district, and division levels
preparatory io the Regional level, taking into consideration the following suggested schedules:
School Level - November 2016

Distriet Level - December 2016

Division Level - January 2017

Regional Level - February 18, 2017

5. For the guidelines and mechanics of the Spelling Contest and other details, refer to the
enclosures. For further queries, please contact Dr. Emiliano B. Elnar, Jr or Sylvio H. Sabino ai
telephone number 414-7323.

Office of the Director (ORDir), Tel. Nes.: (032) 231-1433; 231-1309; 414-7399; 414-7325; Office of the Assistant Directer, Tel. No.: (032) 2554542
Field Technical Assistance Bivision (FTAD), Tel Nos.: (032) 414-7324 Curricnlnm Learaing Management Division (CLMD), Tel Nos.: (032) 414-7323
Qnality Assurance Division (QAD), Tel. Nos.: (032) 231-1071 Homan Resouree Development Division (IRDD), Tel. No.: (032) 255-5239
Edncation Snpport Services Bivision (ESSD), Tel. No.: (032) 254-7062 Planning, Policy and Research Bivision (PPRD), Tel. Nos.: (032) 233-9030;
414-7065 Administrative Division, Tel. Nos.: (032) 414-7326; 414-4367; 414-7366; 414-7322; 414-4367
Finanee Division, Tel. Nos.: (032) 256-2375; 253-8061; 414-7321

“ EFHAL 2015: Karapatan ng Labat, Pananagutan ng Latiat ”



6. The food (2 meals & 2 snacks) for all pariicipanis in the Regional Level Competition,
cash prizes for winners, ceriificates for all the contestanis and coaches, traveling expenses of
studeni-coniesianis and coaches and honorarium for the Technical Working Group shall be
shouldered by the Rotary Club of Cebu, while the overnight accommodation (for far Schools
Divisions) of the studeni-coniestanis and their respeciive coaches as well as travelling expenses
and overnight accommodation (for far Schools Divisions) of Division Supervisors shall be
chairged io local/ Division Funds/School MOOE, subject io the usual accouniing and auditing
fules and procedures. First meal wiil be breakfasi on the aciual day of ihe contest and the last
meal will be afiernoon snacks of the same day.

7. This Memerandum also serves as TRAVEL ORDER.
8. Immediate dissemination of, and compliance with this Memorandum is directed.
Y A \
T A. JERUTA, Ph.D., CESO ¥

Direcior 1T
Officer-in-Charge

JAVFY A/EBEJY/shs
CLMD’16



Enclosure No. 1 to Regional Memorandum No. s. 2016

Guidelines and Mechanics of the Spelling Contest
Contest Mechaniecs
Registration

» The spelling competition is open to studenis who are enrolled in public schools.

« It is the responsibility of the Schools Division thru the division focal persen to preregisier their
contestants for the Regional level Speliing Contest. He/She shall submit the names of their
Regional qualifiers to the Regional Office right afier the conduct of the Division Level Spelling
Contest. Deadline of submission of the names of regional qualifiers for regisiration is on
February 8, 2017. Late registration eniries will not be accepted on the acinal day of the
Regional level competition.

« All contestants (elem. & sec.) have io be in the designated venue on or before 8:00 AM.
Attendance checking of the participants will start at 8:00 AM. The opening program will siart at
8:30 AM. Pre-registered contestanis who will come later than 8:3¢ AM will be excluded from
the competition.

Conduct Code

- The participants, school representatives, parenis, or spectators are expected to display
politeness, courteousness, patience, respect toward others, homesty and good sportsmanship
during the Final Spelling Bee competition and the awarding ceremony.

Dress Code

» The comtestanis are required to wear their school uniform on the Regional level. Sloppy,
jmmodest, or inappropriate dress will not be toleraied and will result in the disqualification of the
participant from the competition.

Supervision

- Tt is the teacher-coach/ parent's responsibility to provide adequate supervision for their siudenis
at all times during the competition and awarding ceremony.



Spelling Bee Guidelines
Puorpese

» To improve and advance the skilis associated with good spelling habits

« To enhance student's development of poise and communication under pressure

» To expand studenti's vocabulary and encourage accurate word usage and pronunciation

» To provide an opporiunity for studenis to meet and encourage studenis from other schools.

Description of Event

« The Regional level Spelling contest will be held at SM Seaside City, Cebu on February 18,
2017

» Prior to the Regional level Spelling Contest, each school will conduct their own school level
spelling coniest io determine the champion spellers from each grade level (Grades 4-6 in the
elementary and Grades 7-10 in the secondary) then advance to Disirict level to determine only
one (1) district champion emerging from among the first place winners of Grades 4-6 (elem.
cluster) and one (1) district champion emerging from among the first place winners of Grades 7-
10 (sec. cluster) to compete in the Division level where the top three besi spellers of the Division
will be determined.

» Only the Division First Place winners from the elementary and secondary will compete in the
Regional level.

The Spelling Contest will be done in two paits and in four different levels:

1. Spell OfF - searching for the best individual spellers from the classroom level, scheol disirict,
and division level, following the same guidelines and procedures for the Final Spelling Bee.
These Bees will take place simultaneously in various schools/districis/divisions on the suggesied
scheduies below:

e School Level - November 2016
e District Level - December 2016
» Division Level - Janvary 2017

2. Final level - scarching for the best individual speller in the Regional level which will be
conducted on February 18, 2017 at SM Seaside City, Cebu.

Eligibility of Contestants

» This competition is designed for public school siudents in Grades 4-6 for the Elementary and
Grades 7-10 for the Secondary level.

= Each Division is allowed to endorse two (2) student qualifiers: one (1) Division winner from
the Elementary (either Grade 4, 5 or 6) and one (1) Division winner from the Secondary level
(either Grade 7, 8, 9, or 10)



Awards

« Al siudenis will receive a framed Certificate of Participation.
« The top three best spellers from the Elementary and Seeondary levels will receive the following
cash prizes:

First Place -~ Php 15,000.60 + Certificate of Recognition
Second Place - Php 10,000.00 + Certificate of Recognition
Third Place - Php 5,006.00 + Certificate of Recagnition
» The non-winning contestanis will all receive Php 1,000.00 each as consolation prizes.

Neote for ithe School primcipals: Afier the competition, they are advised to display ihe
certificates of participaiion & recognition of the participating studenis/winners on the walls of
their classtoom/ school bulletin boards to inspire and encourage other studenis to enhance their
spelling skills and participate in the next spelling coniests.

Word list and the Official Dictienary:

Local Spelling Bee officials are responsible for selecting the word lists for use at each level. All
words in Spelling Bee word lists must be taken from entries in the Merriam Heritage Dictionary
, Sth Edition, the official dictionary of the Spelling Bee. This dictionary will serve as the final
anthority for word spelling and propuaciation.

o If a2 word has two or more accepied spellings, the speiling listed first will be accepied as
correct.

o Some words on the list may not appear direcily in the dictiopary (plurals, possessives, etc.).
Accepted rules for these words will apply,

© Words shall be pronounced according to the diacritical markings in the dictionary, from which
the Bee Masier/ Pronouncer shall select the definition/s that he/she will give as one of the opiions
for the vocabulary questions.

Spelling Bee Procedure

There are three (3) phases/ stages of the Regional Spelling Contest, the Easy or Elimination
phase, ihe Diffienlt phase, and the Final phase.

L Easy/ Elimination Phase

1. Participants will be provided with penmanent markers and writing sheets during this phase.

The monitor will collect the writing sheets afier the Judges check ihe spelling of every
coniesiani.



2. There will be six (6) words to be given for this elimination round by the Bee Masier/
Pronouncer. This is to give all ihe contestanis fair chance and opporiunity to spell the same
words and a way of deiermining who will be able io continue io the nexi round.

3. The Bee Masier/ Pronouncer will pronounce each word twice and give an aid o word
identification. Counidown will start afier the word has been pronounced the second time by the
Bee Master/ Pronouncer.

4. Contestanis will be given a maximum of 15 secends io simulianeously write the word on the
writing sheet provided.

5. Should a participant wish to change the spelling that he/she has writien down, the first one
should be crossed out with one horizontal line and the new & final speliing, be written clearly
above the crossed out word. A participani is allowed io change his/her answer within the time
allotied for a particular word.

6. Contestants are required to raise their writing sheet afier 15 seconds is over and to put it down
only afier the Judges have checked their spelling.

7. Those who spelled five (5} or six (6) werds comrecily will coniinue in the Bee, while those
who correctly spelied only four (4) words & below will be eliminaied from the Bee.

1. Diffiecnlt Phase:

1. Each speller remaining in the spelling bee for the Difficult Phase will not be allowed to write
the word upon spelling it but he/she has to spell it erally this time and he/she has to give the
cerrect or appropriate meaning (choices A & B will be provided) of the given word. This
phase or stage will be run through certain number of rounds depending on how good or weak the
coniestanis spell and give the meaning of the words. A round means one complete cyele afier all
the 19 contesianis have been given the chance io speil and give ihe meaning of a word. Every
round, the coniestant picks up his own word to be spelied and unlocked from among the rolled
papers provided and give it to the Bee Masier/ Pronouncer.

2. The Bee master/ Pronouncer will pronennce the word ence, and as per student's request use
it in a sentence or ideniify the pari of Speech (only 1 form of clarification).

3. The pariicipani, in 30 second- time, will then proneunce the werd, spell the word, cheose
its appropriate meaning from the given options and pronounce the word again.

4. The Judge will have the responsibility for stepping the siudent if he/she fails o pronennece
the word or if the simdent pronounces the word incerrecily and will ask him/her to
pronounce it well.

5. If the siudeni still begins to spell without pronoumncing ihe word, he/she will be
disqualified from the contest.



6.1 pranounce the word before spelling. This is io ensure that the student bas heard the correct
word;

6.2 loek at the Bee Master/Prenouncer when spelling the word because seeing the speller's lip
movements, may be eritical in detecting misspellings.

6.3 spell the word orally. Participanis will not be allowed to wriie the word before spelling it;
(The spelier should enunciate well ihe letier names of the alphabet with sufficient volume as he
spells every word, distinguishing one from the other such as A from E; B from V; G from J; and
C from Z. The Judges' decision is final in determining the correciness of ihe spelling, which may
be misunderstood if not spoken clearly.

6.4 cheaese the appropriate meaning of the word from the choices given. (The speller may
answer the vocabulary question by either giving the letter of the coireci answer, the eorrect
answer, or both the letier and corvect amswer.) For example: If the spelier is offered the
question, "What is porridge made from? Choices: A. Fur; B. grain. The speller is correct if he
answers, "B", or "grain" or "B- grain”. I's wrong if he says "B-Fui"

6.5 pronounce the word again afier the word is spelled and unlocked.

Take note:

# The participant may ask for any re-pronunciation, senience to be repeated or any question for
word clarification within the 36- minute time peried, but only one time per word and
provided mo exira time is given.

» If a participant takes undue advantage of this rule, he/she will be advised by the Bee Master.

7. Timing

« Afier the Bee Master/ Pronouncer has pronounced the word, he shall remind the speller io ask
for word clarification. Right afier the participant asks for word clarification and addressed by the
Bee Master, the speller is expected to pronounce the word at once and the 30 second-time
allotment siaris, that includes the pronunciation of the word, spelling of the word, answering of
the vocabulary question and pronunciation of the word for the second time after spelling .

« In another case, afier the Bee Master/ Pronouncer had reminded the pariicipani to ask for word
clarification but he/she remains speechless for five (5) seconds, the former informs the spelier
that the timer will start timing for the 30-second time allotment for the pariicipant to supposedly
pronounce the word, spell the word, answer the vocabulary question and pronounce the word
again. Once he staris proncuncing and spelling the word but does not finish speliling at the end of
the 30-second period, he/she shall be declared out from the contest by the Judge.

« A participant will be disqualified if he/she does not follow the above lisited timing rules.

8. Retracing

= Having started to spell a word, a student may stop and start over, retracing the spelling from the
beginning. However, in the retracing, there ean be no change of letiers and their sequence
from those firsé proneunnced.

» If any letter and/or their sequence are changed in the respelling, the speller will be disqualified
as determined by the Judge.



On Protesis/ Appeals:

« The responsibility or privilege to pose any quesiion, complainis relating to the spelling of a
word or anything related to the proceedings is given only io the contestants and not to anyone
else. (A parent or coach or any school official present is prohibited to raise any question or
complaints in behalf for bis/her contestant to maintain order.)

» The guesiion should be referved to the Judge, in an orderly and quiet manner by making a
written appeal and to be hand delivered to ithe Bee Coordinator or io the Judge. The wriiten
appeal must provide the speller's name, the word in question and ihe reason the speller should be
reinstated. When five or fewer spellers remain, an eral appeal must be made before the speller
would have received his/her next word had he/she stayed in the spelling bee.

» The deadline for making a protesi/ appeal is before ihe comntestant affected wonld have
received his mexi word had he stayed in ihe coniest.

» When only two spellers remain, a protesé must be made immediately; this is, before the
second speller has staried io spell the word given to him/ber, or, if both have missed the same
word, before the correct spelling is given to the audience.

» The Judge will aversee the investigation of the proiest/ question for clarification with the
assistance of the other officials. The Judge's decision shall be final.

Appeal protecol:

1. To minimize distuptions io the spelling bee, every effori should be made to deliver an appeal
by the end of the round in which the speller was eliminated.

2. While the competition is in session, individuals who have filed appeals may not directly
approach the judges unless explicit permission to approach the judges has been given. The
judges will coniact the speller if they decide to reinstate the speller. To minimize disruption to
the pace of the spelling bee and the conceniraiion of the spellers, the judges are uader no
obligation to stop ihe spelling bee in order to disenss with the spelier

Reinstatement protecol

1. Pronouncer mispronunciation: An appeal claiming that a speller’s elimination from the
spelling bee was due to pronunciation error should be denied unless it can be proven that the
pronouncer never offered a correet pronupciation.

2. Aliernate pronunciations: An appeal claiming that the pronouncer did not offer aliernatie
pronuaciations should be denied unless it is determined that the speller requested aliernate



propunciations and the pronouncer did not accommodate the speller's requesi for alternaie
propunciations and it appears that the speller's spelling almost matches the comrect spelling.

3. Speller's misunderstanding: An appeal claiming that the speller's elimination from the spelling
bee was due to the speller's not undersianding the word [its pronunciation(s) and/or other
information about the word] should be denied. Jt is the spelier’s responsibility to understand the
word.

4. Speller offered correct spelling for a word: An appeal claiming that the speller correctly
spelled the word should be denied unless an andio recording of the bee'’s proceedings or bee
officials' recoliections clearly indicate thai the word was indeed spelied correctly.

5. Exception: If the speller’s spelling is listed in Webster's 3rd New Iniernational Dictionary and
its addenda seciion, Merriam-Webster, copyright 2002, the speller should be reinstated if all of
the following three criteria are met:

(1) The pronunciations of the weords are identical

(2) The definitions of the words are identical

(3) The words are clearly identified as being standard variants of each other. Spellings at other
locations having iemporal labels (such as archaie, obsolete), stylistic labels (such as substand,
nonstand), or regional labels (such as Norih, Midland, Irish) which differ from main eniry
spellings not baving these siatus labels will not be accepied as correct.

6. Speller offered correct spelling, as indicated in a dictionary other than Websier's Third: An
appeal claiming that the speller spelled the word correctly aceording to a dictionary other than
Webster's Third New International Dictionary and iis addenda section, copyright 2002, Merriam-
Webster, should be denied.

7. Homonym in a spelling round: An appeal claiming that the speller’s elimination was unfair
because ihe speller's word is a homonym should be denied unless the pronouncer failed to use
the word in a sentence or gave other form of word clarification and the speller correcily spelled a
homonym of the word.

8. Incorrect or umnsolicited information: An appeal claiming that the speller's elimination was
unfair because the pronouncer offered incorrect or unsolicited information about the word should
be denied unless it is determined that the pronouncer indeed gave faciually incorrect information
and it appears that the speller's spelling would have been correct if not for the incoirect or
ussolicited information provided by the proncuncer.

9. Bee officials failed to comect a misundersianding: An appeal claiming that the speller

misspelled or incorrectly answered because the judges and/or pronouncer failed to correct the

speller's mispronuaciation of the word should be denied. 1i is sometimes impossible o detect a

speller's mispronunciation or misunderstanding, and uliimaiely i is the responsibility of the
spelier to undersiand and correcily pronounce the word.

10. Disqualification request: An appeal seeking to dislodge another speller from ihe spelling bee
should be denied.
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